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Castilla y León in Europe: a inner region,  

large (94.226 km!) and without big cities: 
9 provinces 

2.248 municipalities 
2,5 millions inhabitants 



The PRAUS scheme is an initiative which has been set up by the Regional 
Government of Castilla y León, with a view to activating policies on land 
and public housing in this Region of Spain. It has been conceived as a 
mid-term scheme, and consists on several and unique urban actions: in 
Spanish Planes Regionales de Actuación de Urbanización or PRAU – 
Regional Urban Development Action Plans. These consist of integrated 
urban development projects or master plan intended to promote urban 
regeneration and local development. These projects are for land 
already classified as urban or developable on existing plans, but where 
development is proving difficult and the creation of public land for 
building subsidised housing may be feasible. The scheme also pursues a 
number of other objectives: 
 

• promoting higher quality urban development and more 
sustainable urban design. 
• the rehabilitation of problematic historical urban areas 
• making land available for public facilities in areas where these 
are lacking or insufficient 
• completing local urban structures through actions acting as a 
catalyst for change 

 
Given the current housing crisis, the intention is planning in the mid-term 
with original master plans and introduce management tools to pool 
public and private resources: the private development agent with 
public management defined in the Regional Urban Development Laws 
of Castilla y León. As a driver for local economies, the scheme also 
adds the chance to work on land which has not been developed for a 
variety of reasons. 
 
The public agent  - the Regional Government – defines, guides and 
coordinates each of these plans (drawn up by teams of different 
professionals after a broad-reaching tender process) combining the 
opportunities offered under regional spatial planning legislation in 
Castilla y León, backed up by regional urban development legislation.!!



A frame of basic tools: Castile & Leon Urban and Regional Planning Laws   
Context and Goals 1 





new urban tools to support the public -local 
and regional- interest 

!

innovative public policy 
!



sustainable neighborhoods 
 to encourage more sustainable urban design, with 

urban regeneration objetives in residual places 
(brownfields, non developed areas, urban boundaries, 

etc) 

 



new urban tools to support the public -local 
and regional- interest 

!

”making the city”
 



An integrated system of “Criteria” for the quality of every urban action (Guidelines) 
Sustainability by urban design 2 

“By Design. Urban design in 
the planning system: 

towards better 
practice”,  

CABE, UK 2000 



The Program begins not only with the 
selection of cases, but also 

creating a original document of 
Sustainable Design Guidelines"  



1.  Adequate location and suitable 
relationship with the local landscape 

2.  Fitness of urban structure in relation 
with the existing urban system 

3.  Quality in the urban design process 
4.  The values of public spaces and their 

contribution in the urban 
sustainability 

5.  Typological coherence in architecture 
and quality in the middle spaces  

6.  Sustainability in comfort strategies 
and energy efficiency in urban and 

architectural development 

Estructura de parques/park system in a 
new development in Cambridgeshire.  
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“City and natural process”, Michael 
Hough 1998 

IUU Workshop, UVa 



Case Study (PRAU Medina del Campo) for Spanish handbook of BREAM 



Intervention on urban areas with the regeneration of existing framework 
-towns, consolidated urban edges- adjusting the local plan 
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Intervention on urban areas with the regeneration of existing framework 
-towns, consolidated urban edges- adjusting the local plan 

adjusting local plans  



Several cases going on" 
!issues, materials, connections 3 
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Thank You 


