“LA JOIE DU FOYER”

Management of a neighbourhood in transition

Historical Context

Situated at the cities’ entrance, the neighborhoods of Bomel and Saint-Servais were once crossed by the river responsible for the surrounding landscape, the
Houyoux. The industry developed in this valley and structured the location. Its hills are home to a quarry and lime kilns. But the crisis of the 1970’s brought
on the closing of many local artisanal and industrial activities as well as the cessation of the quarries’ exploitation. In parallel, the sites’ density grew strongly
through the creation of a garden city and large collective buildings in this neighborhood who strived to be a pioneer in terms of modernity. In this movement,
the Houyoux was channeled, subtracting the sites’' founding natural element.

Problem
At present, these neighborhoods are “suffering.” Located behind the train station, they are depleted, degraded and unstructured. The family home is split up.
Due to a lack of maintenance, public places are abandoned, which Further strengthens the feeling of isolation and withdrawal of the 8,000 inhabitants.

The framework of the land management

On this observation, two neighborhood committees have questioned the City of Namur who decided to reverse this tendency in a structural way. In 2009,
the master plan of sustainable land for Bomel and Saint-Servais established a long-term plan for urban and social revitalization, designed to revitalize these
areas and open them again to the rest of the city. The first tangible sign of this is the renovation of the old slaughterhouses into a cultural center which will
be completed in 2014.

An opportunity

In 2013, a competition was launched by the government to select the neighborhoods that would receive a grant for their rehabilitation. Won by the Joie du
Foyer, a public housing company, with the support of the City of Namur and its Property Management, in close collaboration with the population as well as
many associations and private actors, the project “neighborhood in transition” is presented to the government.

The objectives
This project is part of the logic of sustainability by integrating a set of core principles:
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3 Sustainable neighbourhood
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Public spaces planning
5.1 Opening the Houyoux

5.2 Accesses arrangement
5.3 Lighting

Artistic intervention
6 Urban fresco
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» Reclassification of the former Asty Moulin industrial site

» Increase of the Public Housing Management sites

» Management of the Natura 2000 site

» Lighting of the former lime furnace

» Creation of a playground
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Outsourcing of the Joie du Foyer
1. head office, creation of a sustainable
neighbourhood and a new town entrance

2 Creation of a user-friendly public space
* andan access ramp to the RAVeL

3 Improvement of the public spaces and the
° RAVel access

4 Rehabilitation of the neighbourhood
" project-link -

5 Rehabilitation of the former Bomel
" slaughterhouse into a cultural center

6.  Creation of housings and a walking path
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931d of Novembre 2013 90 years of la Joie 28th of Novembre 2013 : meeting with various partners 28th of Novembre 2013 : meeting with locals
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“I am proud of the industrial past of our neighbourhood.
We could insert historical signs telling this story.”

“We could convert a former industrial warehouse into a museum.
That would allow us to transmit memories of the past.”

“We find interesting the re-opening of the stream in
Gembloux. This should serve as an inspiration.”

“I wish to see the Houyoux back in Hastimoulin”

“Insulating Floréal social houses facades is a great dynamic ! This
will motivate owners to renovate their houses.”



